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Professor S.T. Parker died at his home in
Manhattan on March 14, 1990, after a brief
illness. He joined the Department of
Mathematics in 1947 as an assistant pro-
fessor and retired in 1982 after 35 years

of service.

Professor Parker was a native of British
Columbia. He received his B.A. in 1931
and M.A. in 1934, both from the University
of British Columbia. He was a graduate
student and assistant astronomer at Brown
University in 1937-38 nd 1940-41. In 1939
he was a student at the University of Chi-
cago and in 1946-47 was a Taft Fellow at
the University of Cincinnati, where he
received his Ph.D. in mathematics in 1947,

He began his teaching career in the high
schools of British Columbia, where he
taught from 1933 to 1937.

Parker was an instructor at Hobart College
from 1938 to 1942 and assistant professor
at the University of Louisville from 1942 to
1946. He was appointed assistant professor
of mathematics at K-State in 1947 and pro-
moted to associate professor in 1948 and
professor in 1951.

Professor Parker came to K-State as the
transition from agricultural college to
broadly based university was getting under
way. He was privileged to have the opportu-
nity to make significant contributions to
that process.

Throughout his career Parker was a ded-
icated teacher and an energetic seeker of
new knowledge. Helping students learn
was always paramount for him. He became
interested in computing when the subject
was in its infancy, and he was instrumental
in the development of the computing cap-
ability on the K-State campus.

Chaucer in his description of the Clerk of
Oxford in the prologue to The Canterbury
Tales wrote **And gladly would he learn,
and gladly teach.’ This characterizes, too,
Parker’s career as a teacher and life-long
learner. During his years at K-State he
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taught hundreds of students and directed
many graduate theses. The high regard
which his students had for him was evi-
denced by alumni who upon their return

to the campus always sought him out to
express their appreciation for the time they
had spent in class together.

During the late 1940s university faculty and
students everywhere were just beginning to
learn about the computer and the possibili-
ties that computing promised for both
teaching and research. Very few computers
were in existence and there were not many
opportunities for students and faculty to
learn to use them.

Professor Parker became interested in the
potential of this new development and spent
several summers learning about computing
at a federal agency in Maryland where one
of the first computers had been installed.

Over the next several years he continued to
develop this interest in computing and to

explore ways that K-State could provide
computing services to faculty and students.
In 1957 he was appointed director of
K-State’s Computing Center with the
responsibility for acquiring computing
equipment and for teaching faculty and
students both the potential of the computer
and the techniques for using it.

The first computing equipment was an IBM
650 located in Seaton Hall. This was the
modest beginning of a revolution in both
teaching and research as this powerful tool
became widely available and used on the
campus.

Parker made a significant contribution to
the development of Kansas State as he
implemented the introduction of computers
to the campus. He retired from the position
of director in 1968 when he returned to full-
time teaching in the Department of
Mathematics.

Parker’s professional memberships in-
cluded the American Mathematical Society,
the Mathematical Association of America,
the Kansas Association of Teachers of
Mathematics, Sigma Xi, Pi Mu Epsilon,
the Society of Industrial and Applied
Mathematics, and the Association of
Computer Machinery. He was an active
member of the Manhattan Lions Club and
the KSU Wranglers. He was an organizer
and active participant in the Faculty
Bowling League and was known for this
skill as a tennis player.

Parker’s early research centered on con-
tinued fractions, convergence factors, and
summable integrals. As his interest in
computing grew he became active in the
fields of numerical methods, recurrence
relations, and digital computing.

In 1935 Parker married Elsie Eccles, who
resides at their home, 412 Ehlers Road,
Manhattan. They have two sons, Jim of
Topeka and David of Salisbury, Maryland.
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